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was shown in the case of Cardinal Bainbridge
just dead. Moreover, as Wolsey is the intimate
friend of the King, he will not be contented with
the Cardinalate alone, but, as is the custom with
these barbarians, will wish to have the office of
Legate over all England. If this be granted, the
influence of the Roman Court will be at an end ;
if it be not granted the Cardinal will be the
Pope's enemy and will favour France. But
despite all this the Pope in whose hands alone
the matter was, created him Cardinal on the
seventh of September."

This letter not only throws light on the feeling
in Rome towards Wolsey's elevation, but also on
the " barbarians " of England generally. The
incident left a nasty taste in the mind of Europe,
but it was soon to be wiped away by news of the
French King. He had gained such a crushing
victory at Marignano that Henry refused for some
time to believe it was true. When at last England
woke to the fact, all realised that something must
be done. Francis could not be allowed to go on
imperilling the whole continent by his power,
Wolsey resolved to sound Maximilian, and des-
patched Pace, who had been secretary to Bain-
bridge^ to bribe the Emperor with Swiss help in
the event of his attacking Milan. For this purpose
he raised 17,000 Swiss mercenaries, and Maxi-
milian joined them; but so ably did Wolsey
manage the financial side of the enterprise, and